


In this time of exciting 
challenge, change and 
opportunity in the 
life of the church in 
Scotland:

 Your church needs people 
like you

 You have gifts and skills 
that the Kirk Session needs

 Other people see you as 
the right kind of person

 We think God is calling 
you

While the work of 
an elder varies from 
church to church 
every elder agrees to 
the following:

The Eldership 
Promise

“Do you believe the 
fundamental doctrines of the 
Christian faith;
Do you promise
To seek the unity and peace of 
the church;
To uphold its doctrine, worship,
Government and discipline;
And to take your due part 
in the administration of its 
affairs?”W
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? Every elder is expected to:

 Attend worship regularly
 Remember the work of the church 

in their own prayers
 Give sacrificially of their time 

talents and money
 Attend Kirk Session meetings and 

workgroups / committees
 Work in partnership with the 

minister and the other elders

Individual elders might use their gifts in:
 Leadership & vision building
 Pastoral care
 Developing forms of worship
 Administration
 Outreach
 Christian education

WHAT IS THE TIME 
COMMITMENT?
Your personal circumstances will dictate 
how much time you can offer

BUT
Session meetings usually last about 2 
hours. There is also an expectation that 
you will commit time to using your gifts 
to enrich the life of the church.
This individual and personal 
commitment should be discussed with 
your minister or session clerk.W
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