
Pathhead Parish Church in Kirkcaldy has a rich history, celebrating its 200th 
anniversary in 2023/2024. Here's a breakdown of its development: 
 

• Established in 1823: The church was founded in 1823 as an 
independent parish, disjoined from the larger Dysart parish. This act 
signified a growing population in the Pathhead area. 

• Building Construction (1822): Interestingly, the church building 
itself was constructed a year prior to the official establishment of the 
parish, dating back to 1822. 

• Tudor Gothic Style: The church building is designed in the Tudor 
Gothic style, characterized by its rectangular plan, crow-stepped 
gables (stepped gables with a triangular peak), and pointed-arch 
windows. 

• United Free Church Connection (1844): Following the Disruption of 
the Church of Scotland in 1843, a new congregation formed in 
Pathhead, aligning with the United Free Church. They built their own 
church building in 1844. 

• Union and Rebuilding (1929 & 1958): 
o In 1929, the Church of Scotland and the United Free Church 

reunited. 
o Pathhead saw the official union of its two congregations – the 

original Church of Scotland parish (sometimes referred to as 
Pathhead East) and the former United Free Church (Pathhead 
West) – in 1943. 

o Sadly, a fire damaged the United Free Church building in 1958. 
This led to the decision to rebuild and expand the existing 
Church of Scotland building to accommodate the united 
congregation. 

• Present Day: 
o Today, Pathhead Parish Church stands as a testament to the 

area's religious history and the evolution of the Church of 
Scotland. 

o The church continues to be an active place of worship, offering 
services, fellowship activities, and events for the local 
community. 

o  
Here is a resources for further exploration: 

• Canmore record on Pathhead Parish Church: 
https://pathheadparishchurch.co.uk/ 

 

https://pathheadparishchurch.co.uk/

