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A Letter From The Manse 
 

Dear Friends 

This year brought a rare and beautiful gift: the First Sunday in Advent fell on 
Saint Andrew’s Day, when we celebrated the sacrament of holy communion. 
It is as if the calendar itself paused to remind us that the story of Christ’s 
coming is rooted not only in heavenly promise, but also in the faith of 
ordinary people - people like Andrew - who said “yes” to that promise long 
before they fully understood where it would lead. 

Saint Andrew, Scotland’s Patron Saint, is often remembered for his humility. 
He was not the loudest voice among the disciples, nor the most prominent in 
the Gospels. Yet he was the first to follow Jesus and the first to bring 
someone else to Him - his own brother, Peter. Andrew saw something in 
Jesus that stirred his heart: a hope worth leaving everything for, a light 
worth sharing, a joy worth pursuing. How fitting that this same Andrew 
should stand at the door of Advent for us this year. 

Advent is the season when the Church leans forward in hope, longing for 
Christ’s arrival - both the birth at Bethlehem and the return of the Risen 
Lord. It is a quiet season, but not a passive one. It invites us, like Andrew, to 
take a step of trust into the unknown, believing that God is already ahead of 
us, preparing joy. In a world where the nights feel long, where peace can 
seem fragile, where community is stretched, and where our own hearts may 
grow weary, we need the gentle, steady faith of Andrew. His life whispers to 
us: Keep watch. Take heart. The Lord is near. 



 

As we begin this Advent journey in Pathhead Parish Church, may Andrew’s 
example encourage us: 

· To listen for Christ’s voice, even in the small, ordinary moments. 

· To draw others toward the Light, not by force but by invitation. 

· To hold onto hope, especially when the world grows dim. 

Advent brings a hope-filled message, even when passing through dark times. 
We do not ignore the darkness. The Gospel tells us plainly that the people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light. And this Light is Christ, the 
One who comes to restore joy where joy has faded, to bring peace where 
peace is broken, and to dwell with us in love that never ends. 

So let us begin this holy season with renewed hearts. Let us carry Andrew’s 
faith into our worship, our homes, and our community. And let us anticipate 
Christmas not with weariness, but with much-needed joy, knowing that God 
is coming again and again, to awaken hope within us. 

May the Light of Christ guide our steps, and may Saint Andrew’s faithful 
“yes” inspire our own. 

Your friend and minister, Andrew. 

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

Family Register  

Jesus said, ‘Because I live, you will live also’ 

 Deaths  

Mr Stuart Yates, 38 Toll Avenue, Methil – 28th September 2025 

Mrs Helen Galloway, Balfarg Nursing Home (formerly 92 Macindoe Crescent, 

Kirkcaldy) – 31st October 2025 

Added to the roll  

By Profession of Faith – Mr Callum Grubb 

 By Resolution of Session – Mr Anderson Struthers 

 

The Communion and Adherents Roll of this congregation is going to be 

attested by the Kirk Session as a true and accurate record of all members 

and adherents of the congregation. If you are not a member or adherent of 

this congregation and wish to be, please can you contact the Session Clerks, 

Linda Hugh or Anne Deas who will discuss with you what happens next.  You 

can do this by speaking to them, by phoning the church on 01592 204635 or 

by emailing the Church office on pathheadchurch@btconnect.com  

Flowers in Church 

 

Donations received 

October      19th         Flower box            November    2nd    Mrs M Paterson 

                     26th         Flower box                                   9th    Mrs S White  

                                                                                          16th    Mr & Mrs R Jackson 

                                                                                          23rd    Flower box 

                                                                                          30th    Mrs K Walker 

Thank you very much to all who contribute to the flowers, it is greatly 

appreciated. 

Sheila White 

 

mailto:pathheadchurch@btconnect.com


 

Harvest - Update 

 
The final total collected at our Harvest service was £496.80.  This money was 

sent to the Disaster Emergency Committee Middle East Humanitarian 

Appeal, which includes Gaza.   

 

Thank you to all who helped us reach this magnificent total. 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

 

The retiring offering on Remembrance 

Sunday came to the magnificent total 

of £239 which will be shared between 

Poppy Scotland and the RAF 

Benevolent Fund.  

Thank you  

Long Service Certificates 

 
At a recent service, elders 

 Hugh Mackenzie and Moyra Kelly 

received Long Service Certificates, for 50 

and 30 years respectively.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates For Your Diary 
 

Saturday 6th December   Christmas Fair (see separate article) 

 
Sunday 7th  December (2nd in Advent)   

Gift Service.   This is a tradition in Pathhead when we all bring a gift 
to be given to a wide range of age groups, eg babies, young children, 
teenagers, adults.  Gifts should be wrapped and labelled to show 
which broad age group and gender (where appropriate).  These gifts 
will be donated to Fife Women’s Aid. 

  
UNICEF special collection.  Jars of coins can be returned or if you 
wish envelopes will be available at the door of the church marked 
UNICEF for your donation, these can then be placed in the collection 
plate. 
 
Kingdom Brass Concert – 3 pm  This is always a popular event.  
Come along and join us in the church for a musical Christmas concert 
by Kingdom Brass and featuring Kingdom Brass Youth.  Tickets – 
Adults £10, Children free, can be bought at the door.   

  
Sunday 14th  December (3rd in Advent) 
                Lessons and Carols  
               
Sunday 21st December (4th in Advent) 
                Scratch Nativity 
  
Wednesday 24th  December 
                All age Christmas Eve service in the Church  6.30 pm  
 
Sunday 28th December 
                Joint Service with Dysart St Clair at Pathhead Parish Church – 11 am 
 
Sunday 4th January 2026 
                 Joint Communion Service with Dysart St Clair at Dysart St Clair 
Church.  Please note there will be NO service at Pathhead Parish Church on 
4th January. 
 



 

Christmas Fair 

 
Our annual Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday 6th December at 

2pm.  We will be joined by Kingdom Brass who will open our fair and 

play some festive tunes.  Please come along, bring your family and 

friends.  There will be plenty things for the children too, including free 

entry to Santa’s Grotto and the chance for children to make their own 

Christmas tree decoration. 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are always happy to receive donations for any of our stalls, especially 

the Bottle Stall and the Childrens’ Toys and Games Stall.  Donations can be 

handed in at the church office any day 10 am – 2 pm Monday – Friday, or 

Friday evening 6pm – 8pm. Donations of home baking can be handed in on 

Friday evening or on the morning of the fair.  Thank you, hope to see you 

there. 

Teas 

Santa’s 

Grotto 

Decorated 

Glass 

Jigsaws 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Greetings 

 



 

 

Margaret and John Glencross wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

Mary and Bert Anderson wish everyone a very happy 
and healthy Christmas and New Year.   

 

 

 

Maureen and Jim Taylor would like to wish Andrew, Caroline, Katrina 

and Cara and all our church friends a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

God bless you all 

  

 

                                       

 

Season’s Greetings to all our friends at Pathhead 

and every blessing for 2026.  

Hugh and Anne MacKenzie 

 
 



 

  

 

Ken and Kathleen Bellingham wish 

everyone at Pathhead a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

Margaret and John Horn wish everyone 

a Happy Christmas and every good wish 

for a healthy New Year.  

 

 

 

 

Wishing you peace and joy this 
Christmas          

From John and Maisie Thomson 

 

 

 



 

Ron and Kate Walker would like to wish all their 

friends at Pathhead every Christmas blessing and 

good wishes for 2026.  May the New Year bring us 

all a more peaceful world. 

 

 

 

 

Alison and George Davidson wish 

everyone at Pathhead  

a very Happy Christmas  

and good wishes for 2026. 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone at Pathhead Church a 

happy and blessed Christmas. 

From Dave and Elizabeth Duncan 

 

 

Liz Irvine wishes Andrew, Caroline, Katrina and Cara 
and everyone at Pathhead Church, a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 2026. 



 

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported 

the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 2025.  

 

 

 

 

£355 was donated towards 

the filling of boxes along with 

assorted items (knitting, 

underwear, toiletries, sweets, 

stationery).  This was used to 

complete shoe boxes which 

gave us a grand total of 86!  

These were handed over to 

Blythswood couriers on the 

9th of November. 

 

The boxes will bring joy this Christmas to children and adults in need 

in Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania, Serbia and 

Ukraine. 

 

Kathy Glachan (Shoe Box Co-ordinator) 

 
                 
 
 

 
 
 



 

News from the Guild 

At the Guild meeting in November, our speaker’s talk 
was ‘Preparing for Christmas’ 

Every year it sems we start preparing for Christmas early 
and earlier, we are just getting over Halloween when 
Supermarkets are filling the shelves with Christmas 
goodies. We write our cards, so they are ready for 

posting in early December and we start our Christmas shopping, so we are 
not caught in the Christmas rush. The Christmas story reminds us all that He 
will not always be found where we expect him to be found. We tend to look 
for him in a church, in the Bible in Carols and hymns of praise. If these are 
the only places we look for the Lord then we are looking in the wrong places. 

Edward Hays wrote the following. 

Take time to be aware that in the very midst of our busy preparations for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the Bethlehem 
of our homes and daily lives. Take time, slow down, be still, be awake to the 
Divine Mystery that looks so common so ordinary and yet is wondrously 
present 

Christmas is the gift from Heaven, of God’s son given for free, If Christmas is 
not found in your heart, you won’t find it under a tree. 

The Guild wish everyone here at Pathhead Church a Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. 

 

Alison Davidson 

 

 



 

Belonging 

As I’m sitting in the church office writing this, I can hear the lively tune of a 
Scottish reel being played for the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society’s 
Winter Dance - a group of people coming together to enjoy a shared interest 
and friendship, accompanied, of course, by conversation and food prepared 
by all. 

Maybe Scottish Country Dancing is not your cup of tea, but we have many 
and varied users of our halls – dancers, singers, crafters, exercisers, youth 
groups, lip readers, bowlers and speakers as well as meetings and parties 
galore. 

Our Church makes good use of its building too, with regular events such as 
the popular Scottish Night, Quiz Night, Summer and Christmas Fairs and 
concerts – look out for the Kingdom Brass Christmas concert in December, 
an entertaining and relaxing way to ease you into the Christmas mood. 

Our Café is more than just a place for being served food. It’s a community, in 
pleasant surroundings, with the customers and volunteers enjoying cheerful, 
good-humoured chat and fellowship. The ‘Blether and Biccies’ group which 
meets on a Wednesday is also a place for people to get together, socialise 
and chat. Everyone is made welcome. Whether you feel isolated and are 
needing someone to talk to or enjoy a board game or two (there’s always a 
game of dominoes on the go, a favourite of a couple of our regulars) or just 
want to sit in a warm space with a cup of coffee, our Wednesday group is 
the place to go. 

What links all the above? Fellowship. Fellowship is more than simply being 
together; it is sharing - sharing life in Christ. In community, we find 
encouragement and joy, feelings which are not optional but essential. True 
fellowship is lived out through hospitality, service and support. These simple 
acts transform ordinary gatherings into sacred spaces where Christ’s love is 
made visible. 

In a world often marked by isolation, our Church can shine as a place of 
belonging, so whatever your circumstances, and in whatever way you can, 
be part of the fellowship and come and join our community. 



 

Blether and Biccies 

 

‘Blether and Biccies’ is the name for our 

midweek fellowship group.  We do exactly 

what the name says, we meet, have a 

chat, eat biscuits and if you feel like it you 

can play a game.  Dominoes is a favourite, 

but we have other games such as Scrabble 

or Rummikub or why not bring along your 

own favourite game.   

 

We have a number of regulars who come along and enjoy the warmth, the 

chat and friendship.  This group is for everyone and we would love to see 

more people join us to ensure the success of the venture.   

We meet in the Rosslyn Room on  Wednesdays from 10 am – 1 pm.  There is 

no need to come for the whole time of course, why not pop in for an hour 

and have your morning cuppa while enjoying a chat and making new friends 

or perhaps meeting up with some old friends.  Everyone is most welcome. 

Our last meeting for 2025 will be Wednesday 3rd December and we will 

restart on Wednesday 7th January 2026. 

Please come along and give it a try, we would love to see you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


