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ably of late years; manufaftures have been introduced ; and
the town may be pronounced in a thriving flate. In 17936,
the number of inhabirants was 1378. In 1792, 1827. The
vevenues of the town sre fmall, ﬁ:'iﬁng from {fome landed
propeily ant the harbour dues.

Pathhicad 15 named from irs fituatian near a {leep delcent
called the Path. 1t is divided into Pathhead Proper, or Dani-
keer, fituated on Dunikeer eftare, and Sinclairton {ituated on
Sinclair eftare.  Dunikecr 1s the old rown : the greatell pait
of Sinclairton has been built within thele g0 years. The
chief employment in Pathhead was, for a long time, the mak-
ing of nails, They fent great quantities to Edinburgh, to
(lafgow, and to the north of Scotland. Two thingﬁ favonr=
ed this trade, plenty of good coal near them, and the facility
of getting old iron, by the fhips trading from Dyfart 10 Hol-
land. But when other places came to have the fame advan-
tages, and nail faftories were creéted in different quarters, the
profits of this trade were diminifhed. Manufaltures have
been introduced fince that time. DMany bred fniths lave be-
come weavers : the women too are beginning to handle the
fhuttle with [uccefs. Several manufaéturers of fubflunce now
refide there, who have raifed themfelves by {ober induftry:
and the town is in a fair way of flourifhing, if the fudden
rife of wages do not lead the young men into habits of diffi.
pation. Symptoms of this have appeared of late: but the
pra&icc is as yet happily not Ecnurn] ; and we hope the inha-
bitants, in general, will continue to fhow that regard to the
laws of the land, and that reipeft for the precepts of the

gofpel, without which they cannot hope to profper. In 1756,
Pathhead,

morals of the people are not yet entirely effaced. IMNew laws and greater vi-
Eii;m—e en the patt of government rendered the trade very hazardous; and 1}
js now feldom attempted. A fair trade has fucceeded it, where the profits
may be lefs, but the fecurity is greaten
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Pathhead, including Sincluirton, contained rroy inhabitants :
in 1992z, 2928y, ‘

There are two villages, Galaton and Borland.  In the fors
mer, nailing was the chicf bufinefs ; anl is itill carried oo
But many weavers now refide there, who are employed by
the manofadturers in Dyfart and Pathhead.  In 1736, it con-
tained 203 inhabitants ; in 1792, ¢32. Borland was begun in
17356, for accommodating the collicrs, and has been fince -
creafed. It contains 1995 inhabitants.

In 1756, the numbers in the country were 241 ; in 1792,
409. ‘T'his increale is not fromx more farmers refiding than
formeily, but from a number of weavers and fome [miths
having from time to time built houfes along the high road,
and in other places of the country.

Tarse of the Population of Dyfart Parifa. "

Fami-'Nwmbersin the Families. Increared ' O thete buh

hes, | Maie | Temale. [Catal. [ineery 5. Hoafss, | fince 17580,
Dyfart, | 3451 819] o917 [r736] 359 El 224 15
Pathhead,| 581 1c62] rz27 j2:89; 952 § 320 102
Galaton, 137I 27 2951 432] 229 ’l 73 132
Borland, a1 B7l wxzg | 196] 127! 30 6
Country, | 84| 199 219 | 409] 163 ! 8> 8
I 1:g4iz.,35 2477 |4862! 1862 [ 724 120

The caufes of this increafe of population are, an Anti-
burgher necting-houfe being ercéted at Pathhead, which
drew thols of that perfuafion near ir; the advantage of be-
ing near coal, and the encouragement for labour about the
coaleworks; and what has contributed much more than either,
the rapid inereale of the manufa@tures.

35 3 Iriprovements
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Tmprovements .31}- ProPrifrar:,_In the Sinclair eitate, there
was originally an extenfive moor, burdened with feal, divet,
turf, &c. to the burgh of Dyfart. Servitndes of this kind
are g great bar to improvements : and, in eftates where coal
is an objeft, the attention paiid to it, too often prevents the
cultivation of the [urface. When the inhabitants of Dyfart
came o give up the ufe of turf, either for burning, or other
purpofes, their privileges on the moor could not be of great
importance. An agreement concerning them feemed evident-
ly for the advantage of all concerned. This was accomplifh-
ed at different periods. As a compeniation to the town, a-
bove 100 acres were conveyed to them in property : and the
family of St. Clair were at liberty to cultivate what remain-
ed. In the begiﬂning of this century, a few years after the
firlt tranfaftion with the town, Lord 5t. Clair began to plant
and enclole near the Orr. His example was followed by his
fucceffors : and what ftill retains the name of Dyfart moor,
now confilts of good enclofures, chiefly in patture, furround-
ed with belts of plantation. Within thefe 5o years, between
320 and 400 acres have been planted and improved, nu more
remaining in its original flate, than what is neceflury for fuch
of the fewars as ufe diveot for a covering to their houfes. The
whole eitate, & few acres excepted, is encloled with ftone
snd lime, or ditch and hedge. The laft is preferred as a
cheaper, warmer, and more beautiful fence. The efltate 1s
ftill capable of improvement.

The proprietor of W. Strathorr, winle he is bufied in car-
I‘}'iﬂg on an extonfive manufaftore 1o a nﬂjghhou:ing P:trfﬂn,.
dedicates his lzifure hours to the improvement of his eftate
in this. The ground has been cleared of ftones, which al-
moft covered the {uiface: the fields have been enclofed, drain-
ed, and maaored : belts have been planted to fcreen it it
aflumee a very different appearance from what it did a few

years
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